Parish Pastoral Council
Church of The Immaculate Heart of Mary – Drumbo, Carryduff.

	
MINUTES  05 June 2023




	LOCATION: Parochial House 
TIME STARTED:  18.45            TIME FINISHED:  21.00

	PRESENT: Fr Michael Sheehan Angela Brady, Patrice Madden, Kristin Neeson, Maire McGrady, Pascal McCulla, Martin McLaughlin, Ollyn O’Neill, Aidan Walker

	APOLOGIES: Nil

	Exceptional Items: 

	Patrice Madden was chosen to replace Nial Cullen as Vice-Chairperson of the PPC 

	Pascal McCulla advised members of his resignation from the PPC.  On behalf of all members, Angela thanked Pascal for all his contributions and support as a member over the last number of years. 

	Item 1     Opening Prayer

	               Notes of Discussion
	Action/s

	Martin led the Opening Prayer
	NA

	
	

	Item 2     Minutes of Last Meeting 

	               Notes of Discussion
	Action/s

	Minutes of May 2023 meeting were approved 
	Aidan to arrange publication of minutes on website

	Item 3    Fiona Collins introduced "Calls from the Heart" proposal for consideration by PPC.

	               Notes of Discussion
	Action/s

	A response to Fiona had been prepared however Angela asked to make an amendment to ask Fiona whether she plans to proceed with a parish calling program and if not to suggest to Fiona that the South & East Belfast service is promoted to parishioners as an alternative.
	Angela to amend existing letter copy.


	Item 4   Pathways to the Future - actions required following recent AA letter
	

	               Notes of Discussion
	

	Members reviewed the data collected at parish Masses on the weekend of 21 May and also the response from Paula in the Pathways team regarding the practical use of the findings.

It was agreed by members that we should consider the Pathways programme, the data collected and the possible impacts on our parish at our next annual away day. 







	Annual Away Day to be arranged.



	Item 5     Away Day agenda

	               Notes of Discussion
	Action/s

	Members suggested the following items for consideration at Away Day:

· Review last years Away Day feedback (attached) 
· Future Speaker events – topics, processes & In Person v Zoom
· Items to consider regarding PPC plans for 2003/04 to include:
· Pathways Data
· Synodal Feedback
· PPC Mission Statement
· Music Events

	


	
	

	
	

	Date of Next Meeting
	

	TBC

	





Chairperson’s signature	Date

________________________________	__________________________



2

3

image1.emf
Drumbo and  Carryduff Reflection Day.docx


Drumbo and Carryduff Reflection Day.docx
Parish of Drumbo and Carryduff

Parish Pastoral Council Day of Reflection & Planning

Saturday 14th May 2022, Tobar Mhuire, Crossgar
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Present:  Angela Brady (chair), Fr Michael Sheehan (president), Aidan Walker (secretary)

Kristin Neeson, Pascal McCulla, Patrice Mahon, Máire McGrady, Martin McLoughlin, Ollyn O'Neil



Apologies: Niall Cullan (vice-chair)



Facilitator:  Paula McKeown, Living Church 



Purpose of the day:  

· To reflect on our experience as a Parish Pastoral Council

·  To reflect on the work of the council

· To consider our next steps together



In beginning in our day, the pastoral council members connected with one another by sharing on the following questions:

· How are you as we gather this morning?

· What give you hope for the Church?

· In serving on this Parish Pastoral Council what has given you life?





As our day sought to seek vision, we rooted ourselves in prayer.  We prayed with the healing of Blind Bartimaeus from the Gospel of St Mark.  

[image: ]

As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.  When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’  Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’  Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.

Mark 10:46-52






From this scripture we entered into a spiritual conversation.  A time of intentional speaking, privileged listening, and silence.  The group shared firstly on what struck them from the reading, secondly on what resonated or moved them from the first sharing and thirdly on what they were taking away from the scripture.  



The sharing on scripture was a profoundly moving experience.  An experience of the living Word of God.  It gave the opportunity to; affirm the giftedness of the council members, to recognise the gift and power of our faith that makes all things well, to know that Jesus calls to be with him as part of a community, that it is the role of the Parish not to stifle people but to bring people close to Jesus and to provide the practical and necessary support for people to encounter Christ and bring healing to their lives.  



[image: Homeless Jesus', Salvation Army Centenary House Belfast - YouTube]When we considered what we would take away from the scripture there was a movement of compassion for the beggar and his life.  The scripture drew us not only to think of the Parish but for those stricken by poverty, impacted by disability and on the fringes or margins of Church life.  



There was also a powerful movement to notice the callings in this Gospel passage.  The call from the beggar for help, the call from Jesus to bring Bartimaeus to him, the community calling back to Bartimaeus and guiding him and the deep question from Jesus of; ‘What do you want me to do for you?”



The closing of the passage recognised that Bartimaeus went from sitting in isolation and being alone on the side of the road onto a new journey as part of a community with Jesus and his followers.   The parish pastoral council reflected its desire to alleviate loneliness and to support people in being part of a community that follows Christ.  





Reflecting on our mission as a Parish Pastoral Council



The council remembered creating their mission statement;



Through prayer and reflection, we will engage, enhance and energise our Parish Family

 that we would all grow as a vibrant, welcoming, faith community.



We took time to reflect on how we were at staying true to and delivering our mission as a Parish Pastoral Council.  



Prayer: The group identified that prayer was important and to support the further enhancement of the council that a prayer reflection could be sent in advance along with the meeting agenda.  That all members would have a copy of the Parish Pastoral Council prayer that is frequently used.  That setting aside time during the year for a retreat/prayerful experience is of value and should always be planned for.     



Reflection: The group recognised that they were a discerning group that allowed time to come to good decisions.  Maintaining the space to reflect on what has taken place is of importance to this group going forward.  







Engage, enhance and energise:  The context of being a new parish Pastoral Council in a Church that was used to the old system of pay, pray obey or turn up, pay up, shut up was discussed.  The council recognised that there is a cultural passivity over generations and that their existence and initiatives pave the way for a new model of Church.  



The pandemic has brought some good creativity.  The welcome that people receive on coming to the Church has brought banter and joy at the Church doors.  There is a sense of coming to know people in a more authentic way. Online offerings via Zoom have also been helpful in thinking of new initiatives that people can easily drop into from the comfort of their own home.  



It is felt that energy comes from connecting with the families and the fun day has huge potential to reawaken and connect parish groups and to reach out to families via the strong school connections.  



Forward planning



The group considered some of the main themes and ideas that had previously been discussed at other meetings.  The following task/objectives were agreed





1. The parish pastoral council would connect with the Parish groups by writing out to them.  The purpose of this communications is to 

a) Make a connection between the council and parish groups as we move out of the pandemic

b) To ensure that details for the Parish booklet are accurate enabling it to be launched at the fun day

c) To make parish groups aware of the date of the fun day and how they can participate

d) To have an expression of interest from groups in relation to hospitality after Sunday Mass.  



 Task allocated to:  Ollyn, Kristin, Máire, Patrice



2. The parish pastoral council will co-opt 3 new members cognisant of the need for diversity within the council.  A bulletin notice and personal approach will be used to encourage new membership.



Task allocated to:  Angela



3. The parish pastoral council will seek to develop a strategy for renewal of membership so that at the summer some members can renew their term of service and others can stand down from the council.  

Task allocated to:  Angela



4. In preparation of the next parish pastoral council meeting a series of possible contemporary days marked in wider society that could be celebrated/marked in the life of the parish will be drawn up and circulated.  E.g., World Down Syndrome Day, Earth Day



Task allocated to: Angela & Pascal



5.  The parish pastoral council will be briefed on the planning for the Family Fun Day and a space created to reflect on the experience of the fun day and how to build on its impact and maintain connections with families.



Task allocated to:  Fr Michael



6.   The parish pastoral council will animate the formation of a Ministry of Welcome team that encourages continued membership, from people who have naturally assumed into this role, and new membership.  The new team will identify a co-ordinator and appropriate formation/training as they establish as a new group. 



Task allocated to:  Fr Michael, Ollyn, Máire, Patrice



7. The parish pastoral council will support the delivery of key parish messages at Mass.  This will become a standing item on PPC meetings and serve to encourage engagement of parishioners and make the PPC members visible to the Parish community.  

Task allocated to:  Aidan



8.  The PPC will consider opportunities for prayer intentions to be placed during the liturgical year.  E.g. 13th May devotion to Our Lady



Task allocated to:  Fr Michael



9.  The parish pastoral council will prepare its meeting agendas cognisant of the liturgical year and how the parish can best prepare and encourage participation from parishioners in liturgies and faith formation activities that will enhance their prayer life and faith formation.  



Task allocated to: Fr Michael and Angela





Closing



Our day closed with a deep sense of gratitude for the time to be with one another, for the opportunity to pray together and to share.  



As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 3: 12-17
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LOCATION:  Parochial House     TIME STARTED:    1 8 .45               TIME FINISHED:    21. 00  

PRESENT:   Fr Michael Sheehan  Angela Brady,  Patrice Madden ,  Kristin Neeson,   M aire   M c G rady ,   Pascal McCulla, Martin McLaughlin,   Ollyn O’Neill ,  Aidan Walker  

APOLOGIES:   Nil  

Exceptional Items:   

Patrice Madden was chosen to replace Nial Cullen as Vice - Chairperson of the PPC   

Pascal McCulla advised members of his resignation from the PPC.   On behalf of all members, Angela  thanked Pascal for all his contributions and support as a member over the last number of years.   

Item  1       Opening Prayer  

                Notes of Discussion  Action/s  

Martin led the Opening Prayer  NA  

  

Item 2       Minutes of Last Meeting    

                Notes of Discussion  Action/s  

Minutes of  May   2023 meeting were approved   Aidan to arrange  publication of minutes on  website  

Item 3       Fiona Collins introduce d   "Calls from the Heart" proposal for consideration by PPC.  

                Notes of Discussion  Action/s  

A response to Fiona had been prepared however Angela asked to make  an amendment to ask Fiona whether she plans to proceed with a parish  calling program and if not to suggest to Fiona that the South & East Belfast  service is promoted to parishioners as an a lternative.  Angela to amend existing  letter copy.    

Item  4     Pathways to the Future  -   actions required following recent AA  letter   

                Notes of Discussion   

Members reviewed the data collected at  parish M asses  on  the  weekend   of 21 May  and also the response from   Paula in the  Pathways team regarding the practical use of the findings.     It was agreed by members that we should consider the Pathways  programme , the data collected   and the   possible   impacts on our  parish at our   next   annual away day.                Annual Away Day to be  arranged .      

